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Hello and welcome to Scottish Voice.  

SVCG AGM – SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER

Preparations are well underway for the AGM with two very special guest speakers and a delicious lunch.  If you need a booking form contact the Resource Centre at  320 Queen Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 Tel: 03  9670  6766   resource_centre@scotsofaus.org.au  

RADIO 3ZZZ NEWS
The annual Radiothon is upon us.  Subscribing to the Scottish broadcast via the Radiothon ensures its continued existence.  If you have never tuned in Radio 3ZZZ can be found at 92.3FM and the show is 11pm on a Monday night.  If you’re all tucked up by that time,  you can tune in anytime online at www.radio3zzz.com.au – from the home page Listen to a Show menu, select Scottish (Mon 11pm-12am)then Listen.  For more details about subscribing (insert $), please contact convenor Bev Tait on torfichen@aapt.net.au or by phone on 9743 5383.
WHAT IS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING?
Scottish Country Dancing (SCD) is a modern form of the country dancing popular in England and Scotland in the 18th century. It generally involves groups of 6-10 people of mixed sex – a set – dancing to the driving strains of reels, jigs and strathspeys played on the fiddle, accordion, flute, piano, drums etc (rarely bagpipes). The dance often combines solo figures for the ‘first couple’ in the set with movements for all the dances, although there is a considerable variation – there are over 7000 different dances catalogued, of which maybe 1000 or so are of lasting and non local importance. Many of these dances derive from traditional sources such as old manuscripts and printed dance collections, but a lot have been devised in the fairly recent past, say the last fifty years.  This fusion of the traditional and the modern and its ongoing evolution are part of the attraction of SCD.  

Think of SCD as a cross between square or contra dance and ballet; there are about a dozen basic figures which will get you through a number of dances, although many dances have their own quirks and specialities which make them unique and fun to dance. There is more emphasis on ‘steps’ than in Ceilidh dancing, but the basic technique can be learned at a week-end workshop or through a couple of month’s worth of practice evenings once a week.  Although there are many dances, you don’t have to learn any of them by heart -0 the programmes for balls and social events are usually published well before the event, so everybody can check their crib sheets. Often at the event, the dances are reviewed or sometimes walked through slowly before the music starts.

SCD is a very social form of dancing; you get to dance with seven people at once instead of just with one partner (smiles and eye contact are almost mandatory, and if you wish there is opportunity for relaxed flirting!).   There are workshops, balls and social dances 

being all over the world. It is great to be able to join a SCD group for a night out wherever you may travel .
When country dancing came to Scotland in the 18th century, it was at first popular among the townspeople in places like Edinburgh, but spread throughout Scotland and thrived there even when, during the 19th and early 20th century, more modern dances like the Waltz, One Step became fashionable in other places. Country dancing in Scotland was also influenced by other Scottish dances such as Highland Reels and so acquired a particular Scottish flavour.


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Got an event coming up? Email the details to scotsofvictoria@westnet.com.au and we’ll update the SVCG website and include in future newsletters.  
LOCHABER NO MORE   A History of the Jacobite Rebellions in Narrative and Song.   Songs performed by Australia’s finest Celtic duo – “Braemar” Written and Narrated by Alyson Waterson.  Beechworth Celtic Festival, Beechworth, Victoria,  3747, 7 or 8th November 2009 at 12pm Cost: T/B/A

ST. ANDREW FESTIVAL DINNER The Royal Caledonian Society  invites you to join them for an evening of  full Scottish Ceremony, a four-course dinner preceded by Drinks, hot and cold canapes, and lots of fun. Historic Ascot House, 50 Fenton Street,  Ascot Vale. Guest of Honour : Emeritus Professor Iain Wallace, Former Vice-Chancellor of Swinburne University.  Thursday  26th November  2009 at 7.00 pm. Cost: $55.00 per head, BYO Drinks (Soft drink supplied) Dress:  Scottish regalia or lounge suit.
DAYLESFORD HIGHLAND GATHERING 
Is it in your diary?  The first of the gatherings kicks off over the first weekend in December.  Looking forward to seeing you there.
THE SCOTTISH GAELIC CHOIR
The Scottish Gaelic Choir is always open to new members wishing to join in singing traditional songs. Rehearsals are held 7.300-9.30pm each Tuesday evening at the Kildara Centre, Rear 39 Stanhope St, Malvern (Melway 59C7)

SCOTTISH GAELIC LANGUAGE CLASSES

Scottish Gaelic language classes are held in the basement of the Celtic Club, 316 Queen St Melbourne on Wednesday evening – Beginners 6.30pm-7.30pm, Advanced 7.30pm
WILLIAMSTOWN RSL PIPE BAND CENTENARY DINNER

The Williamstown RSL Pipe Band is holding a dinner to celebrate its CENTENARY!  To join in the celebrations on Friday 23rd October at Williamstown RSL, Ferguson St, Williamstown contact Gary King on 03 9743 9821 or ga_king@optusnet.com.au 
CONTACTING SVCG

 Returning secretary Bill Schrank can be reached on 8361 0282  Mobile: 0400 867 123 or in writing to 82/16 Nicol Avenue Burnside Vic 3023, email blschrank@clearmail.com.au

Comments or events for Scottish Voice? 
Please email editor Lorna Andrikopoulos with any submissions, photos, calendar entries etc to   scotsofvictoria@westnet.com.au 
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LINKS





Check the links to your organisation from the Scots of Victoria website


�HYPERLINK "http://www.scotsofaus.org.au/"��www.scotsofaus.org.au�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:resource_centre@scotsofaus.com.au" ��resource_centre@scotsofaus.com.au� 








To subscribe to Scottish Voice send an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:scotsofvictoria@westnet.com.au" ��scotsofvictoria@westnet.com.au� and you’ll be added to the mailing list.  You can unsubscribe at any time by emailing the same address with the word unsubscribe in the subject and your email address and organisation in the body of the email.  





To enquire about membership of SVCG call Bill Schrank on 8361 0282  Mobile: 0400 867 123


or by email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:blschrank@clearmail.com.au" ��blschrank@clearmail.com.au�





If you wish to attend a SVCG 


committee meeting you are most welcome. Meetings are held monthly at the Celtic Club, crnr of 


Latrobe and Queen St, Melbourne





Date of next meeting





AGM Sunday 25th October at the Celtic Club.








Favourite Websites 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.scotsofaus.org.au" �www.scotsofaus.org.au� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.homecomingscotland.com" �www.homecomingscotland.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.greatscottishclans.com" �www.greatscottishclans.com�





With nearly 40 groups listed in the Melbourne & District Branch Directory holding classes every night of the week, with a few daytime classes as well, and socials most Saturday nights, there is bound to be a class near you.  Get involved and see why so many other people are having so much fun!


For information and details of the nearest class


Heather 9503 9538 or George 9808 6805 or Jo 9726 7431


http://home.vicnet.net.au/-rscds












